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Looking into Afghanistan 

• Since August 2021, Afghanistan has become a ”black box”

• Almost no intelligence networks (1-2 percent of previous capabilities)

• Almost no international journalists  

• Almost no Western diplomats

• Restrictions on NGO’s, press and civil society

• Propaganda and misinformation

• Western bias:

• Afghanistan is a politically ”toxic” issue

• A ”collective trauma”  



Women’s Rights



Deteriorating Women’s
Rights
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Secondary schools 

close for girls

(Non-essential)* 

Female government

workers stay at 

home

Women must be accompanied by a 

close relative when going out

+ have a legitimate reason to do so

Women were

banned from 

entering health

centers without a 

mahram

Women in Kabul 

banned from 

public parks, 

gyms, swimming

pools

Women are banned

from higher education

and from working with 

NGOs

Women’s beauty

salons are

ordered to close

”Morality Laws” are

codified. 

- Women’s voices

must not be heard.

- Fully veiled in public

- New sanctions



Economic outlook



Afghan economy
Afghanistan GDP (US$ billion)

• Before August 2021, international aid accounted for 

approximately 40% to 45% of GDP covering 75% of the 

government's public expenditures.

• After August 2021: Initial freefall, and now ”stability”

• 25 % retraction since August 2021 (from $20 billion to 

$15 billion).

• The Taliban have centralized an effective taxation system:

• Stabilised the currency - ”Afghani” 

• Levels of corruption seems to have improved

significantly.

• Seemingly, most public spending is being directed towards

the Ministry of Defence:

• Up to 10-11 percent of GDP (!).

Outlook:

• None or negative growth:

• International sanctions

• No access to financial

networks and banking system

• Women are effectively

excluded from the labor-force 



Ban on opium poppy
cultivation

The Taliban announced an opium ban in April 2022.

• Encompassing trade and processing of opiates, not 

just poppy cultivation.

The economic shock from the opium ban is 

enormous: 

• Afghanistan’s farm-level rural economy has lost more 

than $1 billion per year

• No “alternative livelyhoods” compensation

• Recent uprisings in Badakhshan province

Satellite imagery reveals a 85% reduction of poppy 

cultivation in 2023, from over 210,000 hectares in 

2022 to exceed 30,000 hectares.



Humanitarian crisis

• UN estimates that 48% of Afghanistan's 

population lives below the poverty line, and 

12.4% are experiencing food insecurity.

• Two-thirds of all Afghans (= 23.7 million 

people) are dependent on humanitarian aid.

• No development aid and diminishing 

humanitarian aid.

World Bank Welfare Monitoring Survey (2023)



Security situation





Security situation



Security situation

• The Taliban has regained

the monopoly on 

violence.

• Effective security

services (policy, GDI and 

military)



Local terrorism

 Terrorist groups aligned with the Taliban

 Terrorist groups opposed to the Taliban

al-Qaeda, the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 

(TTP), and a number of Central Asian jihadis.

Islamic State Khorasan (ISIS-K).*

Global Terrorism Index 2024: 

For the first time since 2019, Afghanistan is no 

longer the country most impacted by terrorism.

- Afghanistan ranks 6th as the country most plagued

by terrorism (2023 numbers).



Global terrorism

Islamic State of the Khorasan Province

(ISKP) remains an international threat:

• On January 3, 2024 the group conducted an 

attack in Iran, killing at least 95 and wounding

more than 200.

• On March 22, 2024 the group attack the Crocus

City Hall in Moscow killing 144.

• Numerous foiled plots at Paris Olympics and 

Taylor Swift concerts in Austria.

• For neighboring countries (Pakistan), TTP 

remains the most active threat. 



Taliban’s foreign
relations



Taliban’s foreign relations

The Taliban control the operation of Afghan

missions in 14 nations. 

No country has formally recognized the Taliban government…

China and UAE have accepted the creditals

Taliban-appointed ”Ambassadors”

The Taliban seized the operation of 13 

embassies in Europe

More than 1860+ engagements with 92 

different countries since 2021

Most frequent engagement with regional states:

• China

• Turkey

• Iran

• Qatar

• Pakistan

Source: Aaron Y. Zelin



More information on Afghanistan can be accessed here: 

Centre for Stabilisation (fak.dk) or contact me on jema@fak.dk

Curious for more?
New publications coming soon:

November 

2024

October

2024

https://www.fak.dk/en/forskning-og-udvikling/institut-for-strategi-og-krigsstudier/centre-for-stabilisation/
mailto:jema@fak.dk


Questions?


