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After twenty years of war
in Afghanistan - A survey
for all Swedish
Afghanistan veterans
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About the survey

Implementation

Survey method: Quantitative survey

Survey company: Kantar Public

Target group:  Swedish veterans who have served in Afghanistan
Population: 7422 veterans

Method: Web-based survey via postal invitations
Field period: 1 December 2021 to 17 January 2022.

A total of 2104 Swedish veterans who have served in Afghanistan responded to the
survey, which is equal to a response rate of 27%.
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About the survey
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The media image of the withdrawal
from Afghanistan
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Recurring themes in the media

Interpreters and local staff

The attitudes of Swedish veterans

Evaluation of the mission in Afghanistan

About veterans and their experiences
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The veterans' experiences after the
withdrawal from Afghanistan
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Personal impact of the events

To what extent have recent events affected your view of your deployment in Afghanistan?

m 1 Very little extent/not atall m2 =3 =4 m5 Verylarge extent Large extent

(4-5)
21 20 31%
To what extent have recent events affected your well-being?
m 1 Very little extent/notatall m2 3 =4 m5Verylarge extent
13 6 P 8%
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Talking about the mission

Have you received more questions about
your deployment in Afghanistan from those
around you after the news coverage of the
recent events in the country?

Have you felt an increased need to talk
about your deployment in Afghanistan after
the recent events in the country?

mYes

mNo

Doubtful / Do not know

Do you feel that you have had to answer for
the Swedish mission in Afghanistan to those
around you after the news reporting of
recent events in the country?

N



The view of ones own service in
Afghanistan
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Overall assessment

What is your overall assessment of the missions you completed for the Swedish Armed Forces in Afghanistan?

Do not know m1Very negative =2 3 Neutral =4 m5 Very positive

Total 2 104) i 13 42 I '
Last deployment in
Afghanistan
2016-2021 (124) (I 12 45 - 3
20132015 (444) i@ 12 44 - .
20082012 (1199) 1l 12 42 s
2002-2007 (337) 1[N 15 37 - R

%

Positive
(4-5)

82%

81%

84%

82%
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Personal contribution

How do you feel about the following statement about your service abroad for the Armed Forces in Afghanistan?

Do not know m 1Do not agree at all m2 3 4 m5Completely agree Agree
(4-5)
| am proud of my deployment 9 24 87%

My deployment matched my - _ o
expectations 2 6 20 44 26 70%
My deployment felt meaningful 21 35 66%
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Self-image and public image - The view
of veterans
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Veteran identity

To what extent do you identify as a veteran?

Large extent
(4-5)

®m 1Very small extent m2 3 ®=4 wm5Verylarge extent
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If 4-5 large to very large extent:
Why do you identify as a veteran?

“It's something I'm proud of and a time in my life that shaped me as a person”

”It is an important part of my life, a camaraderie that is created and manifested
during deployment! | know that | made a difference with my service and therefore
| belong to a group of people who put their own safety aside to help others!”

I have done service in another country and | am proud of it.”
"Because | served with the Swedish Armed Forces abroad.”

“Just because of the definition. If you have served abroad, you are a veteran.
There is a certain community and togetherness among these veterans.”
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If 2-1 Very small extent/not at all:
Why do you not identify as a veteran?

t”Because | have only had one deployment. To be a veteran, you should have done at least two
urns.”

7l C]ertil‘_lue to serve as an officer, view my international service as a natural part of my
profession.

“Iwork everyday in the Swedish Armed Forces. It was/is part of the job. My impression is that
it is more important for those who did not work in SAF (directly) after deployment to identify
themselves as veterans.”

”Do not see a purpose in belongirag to any category. Service abroad is part of the job. It is
probably more important for non-defense employees.”

arry out the work, orders and efforts that the government/the

”I am a professional officer and c 0 _ _
should do. My professional identity is stronger than the veteran

a
Swedish Armed Forces think |
identity.”
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Only one in five believes that the public has
a positive attitude towards the Swedish
effort

How do you feel about the following statements about the Swedish mission in Afghanistan or recent events in the country?

A
Do not know m1Do not agree atall m2 3 4 m5 Completely agree (f:;a
People near me are positive about the missions 26 29 44%
The public has a positive attitude 6 21 33 18 21%
Often noticed in the media 12 30 31 15 19%
Reported objectively and correctly in the media 13 29 30 14 16%
7
Motivated and acknowledged by politicians 20 32 B 11 13%
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Summary and conclusions

Development of events in Afghanistan summer 2021 leaves its mark
* The affect of the events and the media

« Conversation about the events

« Impactful stories from veterans

The veterans abroad are mostly satisfied (and proud) with their
deployment

* Positive assessment about their deployment
« Similar trends among all categories
« Personal deployment vs the mission as a whole
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